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w't'soever, to the s" Land and premises, or to any p't or p'cell 
thereof Belonging or in any wise appurtenying * * * * 
I, the said Francis, have hereunto set my hand and seale this 
13th day of March, 1668-9. 

Note. — Rev. Francis Doughty first resided in Massachusetts, and 
afterwards fled from religious persecution to New York, where he was 
welcomed by Governor Kieft and advances were made to him in goods 
and money. In 1642 a grant was made to him and his associates of a 
large tract of land at Mepsat (now Newtown), Long Island, with a right 
of limited jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters, and, as the grant 
states, "with power to erect a church, and to exercise the Reformed 
Christian religion which they profess." In 1643 the colonists at Mepsat 
were attacked by the Indians, driven from their plantation with loss of 
life, and their houses burned. Upon this, Francis Doughty came to New 
Amsterdam, and officiated as clergyman to the English inhabitants. 
After the Indian war, his land at Mepsat, except his "bouwery," was 
confiscated, at the instance of some of his associates, who considered 
that he had ignored their co-proprietary rights. He thereafter setteld 
at Flushing, and was so open in his animadversions upon Governor 
Kieft that Captain John Underhill ordered his church doors to be shut. 
Finally, he removed to the Eastern Shore of Virginia, leaving behind 
his daughter, who was married to Adrian Van der Douck. In 1656 he 
was a minister in Northampton county. Not long after he became min- 
ister of Sittingbourne Parish, Rappahannock county. He was a brother- 
in-law of Governor Stone, of Maryland, and had a sister, Elizabeth, who 
married, in Massachusetts, William Cole. In June, 1657, Mr. Doughty 
married, secondly, Annie Eaton, widow, of Northampton county. 



LETTERS TO THOMAS ADAMS. 



The letters of Richard Adams, published in the Magazine, are from 
the Manuscript Collections of the Virginia Historical Society. For an 
account of the Adams Family, see Vol. IV, page 448. 

Virg' W-'burg, 5th Nov', 1771. 
D r Bro: 

I have wrote you several letters lately that I have little now 
to add. Our Worthy Old President Blair made his exit this 
morning ab' 11 o'Clocke, w cl1 was happy for him & Family as he 
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had lived as long as life was desirable ; this I thought proper to 
mention to you, as his Place as Auditor becomes vacant. 

I was in Company with Maj" Jonathan Watson a few Days 
ago, who informed me he had an Acquaintance in London, one 
M r James Hatwell, a Woollen Drapier, at the 3 Angels over ag" 
new Church Strand, a Person of Considerable Fortune, and who 
had desired him to lookout for some Person here as a Correspon- 
dant, as he was desirous of sending out a Sortable Cargo of 
Goods mostly of the Woollen kind to be sold by Whole Sale on 
Commission; this I told the Maj r would be agreeable enough to 
me provided he would Ship Something Considerable of such 
articles as was Saleable, and at his request I have wrote the in- 
closed letter, w " If you approve of you'll deliver with your own 
Hands. As you know I dislike a retail Business myself, and 
don't care at the same time to be Idle, so that If I could have a 
Consignment of anything Considerable in (he Whole Sale Way 
it would be very agreeable to me to accept of such Business 
from Good Men; but it would be most agreeable in the Lin'n 
rather than Wollens as they are not liable to the same Accidents 
of Moths, &c. And you know I am well Situated in a Place 
that a large Quantity of any kind of Goods may be disposed of 
to the best advantage. M r Waller objected to paying M' Wal- 
thoes Ball" 'til the ace' is proved; pray have it done & sent by 
the first opp'ty. I ever remain 

D r B', Y" Mo. Aff'y, 

Rich'd Adams. 

P. S. — Let me know as Early as you can the fate of the new 
Colony. 



Virg*, W-'burg, 1st Jan 7 , 1772. 
D r Bro r : 

The Business of the last Gen 1 Court among the Traders was 
done so late in nov r that they put off their usual meeting in De- 
cember til after Christmass, w" Occasion' d me to be here at this 
Time, the Frost setting in sooner than Common will prevent 
Capt. Faun getting 100 hh d ' Tob°, the quantity We intended for 
him ; he will therefore carry only 89 hh" 1 " to the addresse of P. 
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B. & O. Brown, w"" Quantity I delivered him notes for a few Days 
before I came down. I expect the Vessel will sail in 8 or 10 
Days. Our Assembly meets the 6th Day of next month; our 
Election was the 6th Day last month; we had five Candidates 
(vizt.) R d R., P. Randolph, S. DuVal, Mr. Prossor & myself. 
I had a Pretty Considerable majority, & Col. Randolph carried 
his Election only two votes before Mr. DuVal; this I suppose 
will not a little surprise you. I shall write you by all opp'tys 
every thing that may occur that's worth mentioning. Mr. W. 
Griffin informed me but a few Weekes ago that he should give 
up Winslows, w ch I wish he had done sooner, as it would been 
of Considerable advantage in the next year's Crop, to been 
informed time enough to have sown Wheat, w°* Seems to be the 
most valuable article in this Country. 4-6 has been given 
Currt. all this fall $ Bushel, & 5s. might now be had for any Q 1 ' 
good wheat. I meet Mr. Griffin the 4th Day of next month to 
value Possession at Winslows. I fear he has not a Right under- 
standing of the bargain he made with you, as he seems to think 
he has a Right to all the Corn, Fodder, Porke, Beaves, &c. , on 
the Plantation, though there was not so much Corn made by 50 
Barrels as the last year's Crop, & of Course less Fodder, &c. 
As soon as I am in Possession I write you on what Terms & 
receive your Instructions how to act in settle' g your affairs with 
Mr. G. I could wish to have no Hand in it; however, shall do 
any thing you desire. He is a Dissatisfied man, & of Course 
will make every Person unhappy about him. I fear it's already 
too much the Case in his Dearest Connection, but this between 
ourselves only, as I hope I maybe mistaken. Wm. Anderson was 
down last month with 20 Cattle, 6 of them of his own Raiseing; 
the Remainder he Purchased; the whole I bought of him for Ready 
money in order to Replace the 6 Stears with Cows & as many 
more as he can Contrive. Mr.Coutts has & will take care that none 
of your affairs in Augusta suffer, as I shall do of what you Intrust 
with me. My Wife & Family I praise God are all well (& de- 
sire at all times to be remembered by you in most aff" manner). 
We are now Killing some good Hoggs & will send you some 
Home $ Woodford. I fear those sent $ Hatch were too old. 
The new Tob° now begins to be Inspected, though the Crop 
being late in getting into the House, there is not so much as 



LETTERS TO THOMAS ADAMS. 293 

usual yet brought, for the Season & the Quallity I fear will be 
but Indifferent & it's supposed the market will be 25s. $ cwt. & 
20s. below; these prices I fear will not answer in London; though 
the Crop will be short, I Recommended to Mr. Brown sending 
out Woodford Early. I am still of the same opinion, that the 
sooner he is here the better after the first df March, & have 
wrote the House my opinion in regard to Ships to be Employ 
the Present year. I remain, D. Bro r , 

Y" Mo. aff'ley, 

Rich'd Adams. 



W m "burg, 1st June, 1778. 
Dear Bro r , 

From the present pleasing Prospect, I hope our Public affairs 
will soon be put on a better footing, and to prevent Foreigners 
as much as Possible from Engrossing the Trade as heretofore, I 
think nothing will contribute more to the Interest of this Coun- 
try than for the Principal Gent" immediately to form themselves 
into Comp r " & to have some Capitol Stores at the Heads of the 
Rivers, to supply the People at large on the best terms, and to 
receive consignments &c. I have had some coversation with our 
Friend, Mr. Jno. Harvie on the subject, he is desirous of engag- 
ing in Trade himself, and thinks he can form some connexions 
to the Northw d that may be of advantage. Probably Mr. Robt. 
Morriss may be willing to take a Share with us, his connextions 
& Influence might be of the greatest service. I have therefore 
refer'd Mr. Harvie to you, as from the opp tT you have had, you 
may form a better Opinion than myself, and shall rely on 
your Judgement, whether suppose Mr. Morriss, Mr. Har- 
vie, Mr. Banister, Mr. J. Southall with you & my self, 
should form ourselves into a Comp 7 to employ such a sum 
of money that would be necessary on our own ace" and to 
receive consignm" from all others that can be procured, at 
Richm" & Petersburg, those two places have the advantage of 
all others, as Tob°, wheat, & Flour are the Principal articles of 
our Export. If Mr. Bannister should incline to come into our 
scheme, I think you might contrive to fix matters on a Perma- 
nent footing, and any Terms you make for me or Col. Southall, 
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we shall Gladly confirm. Pray let me know your opinion of this 
matter as soon as Possible, & whether you approve of this 
scheme, or can point out a better. We have lately had a large 
Importation of Goods from France, a 50 Gunn Ship is arrived 
in Jas. River w" about ,£50,000 Sterlings worth, & two other 
vessels, a Brigg & Schooner all private Property. Mr. Francey 
now with you at Yorke I understand has an Interest in the 
Goods. I hope you have made an acquaintance with him, as I 
am informed he is a valuable man. Our assembly will rise to- 
Day, we have determined to raise 350 Horse & 2,000 foot, to 
reinforce our Grand Army immediately, & have Elected our 
members to Congress for the Ensueing year, as below. I have 
not time to write you more at present & remain, 

Y" mo. aff 16 Bro r , 

Richd" Adams. 



M. Congress. 


Votes for 




Thos. Adams, 


99. 


Jam" Mercer, 


59 


Jno. Harvie, 


93- 


Jno. Walker, 


45 


Jno. Banister, 


89. 


R-Lee, . 


19 


F. L. Lee, 


88. 


And" Lewis, 


19 


M. Smith, 


80. 






R d H. Lee, . 


75- 






Cyrus Griffin, 


63- 







Bob. Dandridge, Jno. Tazewell, Judges G. Court. 
Jos. Prentis, Councilor. 
Jam' Maxwell, Naval Board. 



Richm" Hill, 4th July, 1778. 
Dear Bro r : 

I rec'd your letter of the 22 June, w ch Confirmed the agree- 
ble News of the enemy's evacuating Philadelphia, this great 
event is, I hope, a Prelude to their leaving us altogether, and at 
last make a virtue of Necessity, by declaring us Independent. 
The Conduct of the Congress, in regard to the Commissioners, 
gives general satisfaction. We are Impatient to hear the fate of 
the Enemy on their retreat through the Jerseys. I hope our 
Noble General will give a good ace' of them. Pray continue to 
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send me the News Papers, they afford great Satisfaction to all 
Friends here. 

As to the Plan of Trade I mentioned to you, you certainly did 
not think I meant to be either a forestaller or Engrosser in order 
to make an advantage of the distresses of my Country Men, 
you must know I have always had the greatest abhorence to 
such a practice, or might have made my Thousands as others 
have done, no, I mean to form a Comp y of a few Principal Gent" 
of the first fortunes & Characters, who will Carry on Trade, on a 
fair, open, Liberal Plan, as well for their own Advantage as the 
Benefit of the Country at large, and to accommodate all For- 
eigners that may Come among us, may We not expect a great 
Number of Such, who are Ignorant of the Language & Customs 
of the Country & \vho may fall into such Hands as may deter 
them from Coming a Second Time, will it not therefore be Con- 
venient to them, to find Houses founded by Gent" of Fortune & 
who Act from Principles of Honour, to Commit the Transactions 
of their affairs to, and where they are such their property will be 
safe. This I think would be the first object (while things re- 
mained in this unsettled state), to engage all the Consignments 
we Possibly could from foreigners & to see that they are fairly 
dealt by, & the best despatch given their Ships, &c, this would 
Endear us to them, & fix them in our Trade, & of course throw 
most of their Business into such Capital Houses I would have 
Established at the heads of all the Rivers. 

You desire to be informed of the State of our Tob° Trade. 
We have a large quantity at our Warehouses at present on 
Hand, for some months past it was difficult to fix any Certain 
price, it altered every week 'til it got up to £4. & £4 5s. $ cwt., 
& almost every Man a Purchaser. Since the Enemy's Ships 
leaving our Bay the price have remained at a Stand, & for some 
Weekes past We have had but few Purchasers, so that the 
Planters now (begin) to offer their Tob° for £4. ^ cwt. , & I could 
at this Time Purchase a large quantity at that price. How times 
may alter, you have the best opp' 7 of knowing. If you meet 
with any person Wanting Tob" I should be glad to execute 
(orders) for. 4 or 500 hh d * at a Commission of 5 $ &.., or for 
any less Q'\ Provided I could be furnished w lb the money soon. 
We have had very Seasonable Weather, & a good Prospect for 
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a Crop of every thing except Wheat which in General is very 
bad, great part being destroyed with the Rust. M r Smith & 
Griffin will attend their Duty in Congress as soon as their Time 
Commence, therefore hope I shall have the Pleasure of seeing 
you at your House about the last of August. My Comp" to M r 
Harvie & M r Banister, & I remain 

Y r Mo. Aff" Bro', 

Rich'd Adams. 

P. S. — Since writing the above I understand £4 10s. <$ cwt. 
was given for Tob° at Hanover Court for five hh"' best, still think 
it may be had here for £$. 

R. A. 

Richm" Hill, Apl. 4, 1779. 
D r Bro r , 

I had your letter of the 10th March $ Doct r Newel who 
informed me you had consented to let him have one of your 
Horses (provided he could not suit himself Here), for 1,000 
Dollars, w ch sum he has paid me & carryed off the Horse. 

My sister your wife came down & is now at Bremo. I wrote 
you 1st March in answer to yours 26th Feb 7 in regard to your 
offer of Winslow, that I should take a few weeks to consider of 
it, and to dispose of my Crop, w"" I have done to pretty good 
advantage, & have it now in my Power to have made you pai- 
ment, and should have accepted your offer rather than it should 
have gone in other Hands, out of the Family, but as you are 
desirous of keeping it I am perfectly satisfied. I also wrote Mr. 
Norton to know the highest price he would give and to mention 
his Time paim', & only rec'd his answer yesterday, wherein he 
says he will give _^6,ooo, payable in nine months. I therefore 
shall do nothing further in the matter 'til your return. 

I shall be happy in seeing Mr. Drayton & Mr. Hutson on their 
return, they are not yet arrived. I am much pleased with the 
Character you give of our Worthy Friend Smith, I have always 
consider'd him in the light you mention him, & if he will but 
have a little patience & Perseverance his abilities are such that 
he may be anything he pleases Provided he retains his Independ' 
spirit w ch I am very sure he never will give up. I can with Pleas- 
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ure inform you that our Recruiting service goes on well, & I 
expect we shall raise our full number voted last Assembly, by 
the first next Month. We Impatiently wait to hear some very 
Important news from Congress & remain, 

Y r mo. aff" Bro r , 

Rich'd Adams. 

N. B. — I have advanced the ,£2,000 I mentioned to you some 
time ago. 
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S r : What went before is copy of my former; this follows to 
say something in relation to the copy of the Laws, &c, sent 
you, which you are pleased to write you have communicated to 
Mr. Newman, bookseller, I daresay an Ingenious man in his 
profession. I must thank your kindness that you have not dis- 
covered my name to him, which your writing the Superscription 
to his letter manifests. His offer of £20 for the purchase of the 
copy I think well enough, & shall willingly accept it & in books 
too at booksellers' rates, to have them thus a dozen handsomely 
bound ; half a dozen of which I would beg your acceptance of 
and the remainder one-half ordinarily bound & the rest stitched. 

I am not so skilfull as to know what number there will be, 
but as to that refer totally to yourself. I am not so fond of the 
matter as to perswade the printing thereof, neither will I of my- 
self say they will be advantageous to Mr. Newman, but I believe 
his best course will be to say that he has accidentally met with 
such a copy, together with the Laws now inclosed sent (which I 
have not had time to Digest into the former method, nor indeed 
if I had time could I, not having a correct copy by me) to some 
of the Virginia merchants there, as Mr. Henry Hartwell, Mr. 
Roger Jones Younger, Mr. Byrd's, Collo. Byrd's son, who be- 
longs to the temple, or others that you may please to nominate 
to him, but pray let him nor them know any thing of my hand 
there in, & as I said before, let him give out that it was a copy 



